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Village keeping water and sewer system

by MARIAN
MCMAHON

MADISON VILLAGE -

Council unanimously passed
a resolution to keep owner-
ship of the village water sup-
ply and sanitary sewer sys-
tems at the June 6 council
meeting, following-suspen-
sion of the three readings. The
final decision was nearly two
years in the making as coun-
cil sought information and
input. .
“Right now we _ owe
$2,127,789 on loans for
both upgrades and improve-
ments to our water system,
and our sanitary sewer sys-.
tem over the years,” said
Mayor Robert Lee.

The village has had talks
with representatives of the
Lake County Department of
Utilities who maintained the
village system had no mon-
etary value. For that reason,
LCDU would give not credit
for the system and would
charge the village water and
sewer benefit fees of about
$2.7 million.

It was noted an engmeerm

ing firm had appraised the
system in 2008 at $6 to $7
million.

Lee said the village would
have needed to take out loans
to pay the $2.7 million which
would have cost about an
additional $1.2 million over
20 years.

Another issue was that the

county did not want the vil-
lage wastewater treatment
plant, so the village would
have had to pay for part of

the Cost oﬁrunning piping to
the county plant on Dock
Road at a cost of about $1.75
million. ’

“Again, we couldn’t pay
that with a single check, so
we'd have to take out a loan
of almost $1 million over a
30-year period,” Lee said.
“Then we’'d also be respon-
sible for paying for the aban-
donment of our wastewater
treatment plant so that prop-
erty could be vacated and
used for a park or whatever.”

The total cost to the vil-
lage for transferring the wa-
ter and sewer system to the
county would have been $8.9
million. The village residents,
of course, would have had to
shoulder that amount over
the years.

For that reason, council
decided the village could not
afford to transfer the utility
to the county. Rates were in-
creased recently to help the
village with necessary re-
pairs, maintenance and up-
grades as needed.

In other business:

...+ Council suspended the
three readings and passed an
ordinance confirming ap-
pointments of Justin R.
Nowakowski and Alex D.
Gritton as part-time Madison
Village patrolmen for a pro-
bationary period of 12
months, and declarmg an
emergency. ’

- Council. approved
$27,000 for 50 new water
meters, meter reading equip-
ment, and compatible soft-
ware (the current equipment
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swears in Justin R. Nowakowski as a part-tlme
patrolman for the Madison Village Police Department.
at the June 6 Madison Village Council meetmg Ptl..
Alex D. Gritton was worklng and unable to. attend

the meeting

is no longer available); and

dispersal of Quality of Life

Grant monies as $2,500 to

the Madison Historical Soci-

ety and $2,500 to the Madi-

son Community Improve-

ment Corporation.

- Mark Petersenand Erm
Cicero addressed Madison
Village Council to advise

them of their efforts to ob-
tain a grant to help save the

Unionville Tavern from ruin:

Information and the online’

website where people .can
vote can be found on. the
Madison Historical Society
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Web51te (Also, .see Lake
County Tribune story
“Couple works to try to pre-
serve ~Old - Tavern “in
Unionville.”) ;" -

- Police Chlef Dawn Sh
annon reported mcreased
thefts from vehicles, most of
which had been left un:
locked. She adv1sed resrdents
not leave any, wallets, valu-

_ables or cash in their vehicles
-‘overnight and to. always
* keep them locked.

~The next regular councﬂ

: meeting will be at 7:30 p m,

Monday, June 20,




